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• HAY
• STRAW
• FENCING
• FARM 
SUPPLIES

• BULK MULCH
• TOP SOIL
• SANDS
• GRAVELS
• LANDSCAPING 
STONE

• EROSION 
CONTROL

• CULVERTS
• ETC.

 

 

Feeding Loudoun County Over 100 Years!

www.LoudounMillingFeeds.com

540-338-7161

What would happen to your barn if you got 
sick and someone else, who didn’t know your 
horses, had to come in to take care of them? 
How would that person know what they eat, 
when they last had their last vaccines, their 
allergies, or their condition? If you have 
boarders, they would also need the owner’s 
contact, vet and farrier information. And, it 
would be nice to mention any of your horses’ 
stable vices.

Why wait until you own a barn of your own 
to start keeping track of all of these things and 
more? Pony Club teaches its members to track 
all of this information from the minute you 
become a member. Any rider can create a Stall 
Card for their horse or pony. If you take your 
horse to a show and stay overnight in a stall, 
you should affix it to the stall door. Google 
“stall card template” and you’ll have a number 
of choices. 

A stall card needs your contact information 

(and the owner’s too if you’re not the owner), 
your pony’s vet and farrier information, a photo 
of your pony, and your pony’s information (age, 
sex, height, allergies, medications, and vices). 

The Importance
of Barn Records
Start With a Stall Card and
Build Your Book From There
By Dawn Bellinger

continued on p. 29

Why do you need a photo of your pony? What 
if your pony got out and also let his friends out? 
A photo would be a quick and easy way for 
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Pony Club..................from p. 25
someone to identify which pony 
goes in each stall. 

The stall card is the kernel of 
your barn records. To create your 
full record book, just expand on 
your stall card for each horse in 
your barn. Again, any rider can 
create a record book for any horse 
or pony they take care of regularly.  
Pony Club teaches members to 
start their record book almost as 
soon as they join. By the time 
that member is testing for higher 
certifications, their record books 
are full and complete for each 
horse they have ridden regularly.

When my daughter got her 
first horse at age 17, she already 
had records for nine prior leased 
horses. Keeping track of one 
more was easy.

Building on the stall card, you 
should add a feed schedule and 
a detailed list of routine care 
(vaccines, deworming, shoeing, 

vet visits, and dental care) for 
each horse. Add a conditioning 
schedule for each horse to include 
special tack or equipment you 
use. Finally, create a section of 
your notebook to track the costs 
so that you know how much 
you’re spending!

Creating a record for each horse 
you own or lease or even just ride 
regularly will teach you what you 
need to know to care for your own 
barn full of horses.

Then, by the time you’re a barn 
owner yourself, you’ll know how 
to keep track of every horse in 
your barn and how much it will 
cost. Start by creating your stall 
card and then work on your own 
Barn Record Book. It’s never too 
soon to begin!

About the author: Dawn Bell-
inger is a Pony Club alum and the 
mother of a graduate H-A Pony 
Club member from Virginia.

Are You Smarter Than a Pony Clubber?
Can you identify these common poisonous pasture plants? 
Match the names below to the numbers in each square.

                                          more PC fun on p. 33

___ Buttercup   ___ Milkweed   ___ Dogbane   ___ Jimsonweed 
___ Hemlock   ___ Star of Bethlehem   ___ Tansy Ragwort
___ Yew   ___ White Snakeroot                        (answers on page 65)
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Are You Smarter Than a Pony Clubber?............................from p. 29

more PC fun on p. 37

Across
  1. the upward projecting part of the saddle in front of the rider
  4. a reddish-brown or brown body color with a black point
      coloration of the mane, tail, ear edges, and lower legs
  6. the joint between the cannon bone and the pastern bone
  7. the headgear used to control a horse, consisting of buckled
       straps to which a bit and reins are attached
10. a three-beat gait of a horse
11. come to a complete stop

Down
  1. any equine 14.2 hands or under
  2. part of the head that includes the mouth, nose, lips & chin
  3. the fleshy top part of the horse’s tail
  5. the part of the mane of a horse which grows from the poll
       and hangs down over the forehead
  8. a band attached to a saddle, used to secure it on a horse by
      being fastened around its belly
  9. an individual compartment for an animal in a barn

Pony Club Cossword
Sharpen you pencil or pen if you dare and see if your skills 
measure up to Pony Clubbers.

(answers on page 65)
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Contact us today 
to learn more about membership: 

VRPCmembership@gmail.com
www.vrponyclub.org

9 local Pony Clubs &
3 Riding Centers fall under the 
Virginia Region Pony Clubs.

Blue Ridge Hunt Pony �lub ͻ �asanova-Warrenton Pony �lub ͻ �ommonwealth &oǆhounds Pony �lub ͻ Deep Run Hunt Pony �lub ͻ >oudoun Hunt Pony �lub 
ͻ Middleburg Krange �ounty Pony �lub ͻ Misty Brae &arm  Pony �lub Riding �enter ͻ Kld Dominion Hounds Pony �lub ͻ River Bend Pony �lub ͻ 

Red 'ate &arm Pony �lub Riding �enter ͻ  sirginia salley Sporthorses Pony �lub ͻ Wheatland &arm Pony �lub Riding �enter
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Learn to Play Polo                   

MOUNTAIN VIEW POLO
Located in scenic Charles Town, WV

30 minutes from Leesburg, VA
Email: mountainviewpolo@gmail.com

Phone: 304-433-1765
www.mountainviewpolo.com

We teach polo from the very begining
on the safest horses with professional 

instructors.  Affordable lessons and
clinics. Join the fun today!

Beginner Polo Clinics
Private Lessons

Weekly Group Practices
Tournaments for All Levels

1. necshhau  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  

2. eamn  ____  ____  ____  ____

3. srtirpu  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ 

4. enris  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ 

5. lpalog  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ 

6. tlsal  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____ 

7. lnakf  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____

(answers on page 65) 

Are You Smarter Than a Pony Clubber?............................from p. 33

Pony Club Word Scramble
Hone your equine vocabulary skills by unscrambling the 
words below.

o s c b f d g k j e f d m e t bit s g f e
u t r o t h a e w t a c k n y colt t r o t e t a c k n
d a l u i d h n l p r t d i a dapple a i d l r i
b b l e b a w g a d r i f u c equine b b a d r u
o l a o l p o n y c i z z q k farrier l p o n y i q
l e m m o p l i k m e n a e l gallop l e m m o p k e n e
i c t y n l s h m c r s g o c gelding l c r g c
c o h u x e v p g n o x j p o horse e o o
b g a l l o p h e n v d k x l mane g a l l o p h d l
e h u y i a k o g c t g d n t mare a o d t
g q l l s p u r s o s e r a z neigh s p u r e a
r d m t n y o s t i r r u p p paddock t s t i r r u p p
b g e p q e b e b f e a v m d pastern e e a
f r i w t d d w a q j m a n e pommel r m a n e
n e i g h z r x r s l z e a r pony n e i g h

spur
stable
stirrup
tack
trot

bit
colt
dapple
equine
farrier

gallop
gelding
horse
mane
mare

neigh
paddock
pastern
pommel
pony

spur
stable
stirrup
tack
trot

Pony Club Word Search
Find these equine vocabulary words in the puzzle above.


